
Target Number 
This is a two player game to reinforce operations. 

•  Remove the Jacks, Queens, and Kings from a deck of cards and 
shuffle well.  

•  The dealer deals three cards to each player. 
•  The dealer then flips a card over and places it in the center. This is 

the target number. 
•  At the same time, players turn over their three cards and lie them 

face up on the table. The goal is to use those three cards to hit the 
target number. 

•  For example, if the target number is 10, and a player has a 4, 5, 
and 9, he could use the equation: “9+5-4.” 

•  If a player can make the target number, he writes a “T” on his paper.  
•  Both players then “sweep” their cards to the side, along with the 

target number card. The dealer then deals another hand and play 
continues. 

If neither player can make the target number, a fourth card is dealt to 
each player. Now players can use 3 of the 4 cards to make the target 
number. Cards continue to be dealt until one player can make the 
target number. 
 
The goal is to be the first player to spell TARGET. 

Object: to be the first to spell the word “TARGET.” 
Materials: a deck of cards with J, Q, and K’s removed 

HELPFUL TIP 
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It is helpful to use two decks so that you have more cards to play with. 
Decks do not need to be complete.  

See the video explanation here: https://shelleygrayteaching.com/target-number 


